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limates in the Unites States run the gamut from
unforgiving arid w icy, and quite literally everything
in between, With this plethora of natural diversity,
the preservation of fragile ecosystems and rare species is
critical. On August 25, 19:6. President Woodrow Wilson
signed the act creating the National Park Service to de
just that. One hundred years later, 59 natlonal parks and
hundreds of other protected areas cover over 84 million acres
- each one unique and breathtaking
To celebrate its centennial, the National Parks System
has kicked off 2 number of recreational, conservation, and
historic preservation programmes to encourage visitors to
*find your park”,

In rgoy, before the parks system was established, the number
af visitors 1o what today i are national parks was 120,690: now
it is aver yo7.000,000. In the 112 years since visitor records
biegan, there have been an incredible 1y billlon visitors,

Criteria for the selection of National Parks include natural
beauty, unigue geology and ecosystems, and recreationsl
apportunitics. There are currently 50 national parks, but new
parks are always being considered, with the newest additions
being California's Pinnacles National Park in California
festablished in 2o03), Great Sand Dunes in Colorado (2004)
and Congarce Natlonal Park in South Caralina (2oe) amang
athers, Choosing which park to viglt can be daunting, so we
have rounded up the 1o most popular,
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Straddling the states of Tenncssee and North
Carolina, the Great Smoky Mountains attract
nearly 1z million visitors annually. Renowned
for the diversity of its plant and animal species,
the park is heralded for its remnamts of Southern
Appalachian mountain culture,
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GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK
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The sheer vastness of Grand Canyen National Park is enough
to imspire @we in cach of the 5.5 million annual visitors. The
Colorade River snakes through the canyon's 365 kilometres,
which can reach up to 29 kilometres wide and sits 1.6 kilometres
deep, offering all kinds of recreational opportumnities. Rock buffs
will appreciate the dramatic formations of colour and structure
highlighting the different geological periods.
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Wild bigharn sheep jright) dot
the lendscape and the majestic
Rockitd kb Swar (he Rogky
oeniain Mational Park
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Llocated in mountainous Colorado, Rocky
Mountain National Park's rich scenery highlights
the grandeur of the Rockies. Drive along Trail
Ridge Road to test out life at 3,600 metres and
marvel at the black bears, mountain lions, bighorn
sheep, elk and copotes found in the park.
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YOSEMITE MATIONAL PARK

A Yosemitell ¥ 5 Bl Sierra Nevadailili
PO R AN O LW AN TE
HERERLE-SHNEENRE:2RAmN
Yosernite®¥ 4 - 5t AR 6 7 3o 50w 8 M
F- R R AT o0 e i -

Granite peaks and domes rise high above
broad mesdows in the heart of the Sicrra
Nevada at Yoscmite National Park in
Californiz. Giant sequoias tower overheard
with the country's tzllest waterfzll, Yosemite
Falls, boasting a vertical drop of 739 metres,
being 2 major attraction.
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The mations frst national park,
Yellowstone National Park, straddles
Wyoming., Montana and Idaho, and
features the world-famous geyser, Old
Faithful. About 10,000 other thermal
features along with lakes, waterfalls,
meadows and the Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone join Old Faithful to attract
over four million visitors per year.
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Located in the southwestern swte of Utah, Zion
National Park features colourful canyons and
mesas that showcase phenomenal shapes and
landscapes, The elevation differences at Zion
provide habitat for extremely diverse life, which
includes everything from cactus and coyotes to

pinyon pine and golden cagles,
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OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK
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Washington state's Olympic National Park
webkcomes nearly 3.3 million visitors each year
and offers a variety of distinct zones spread
across the Pacific coastline - alpine areas and
temperate rainforest. Ancient placiers top the
Olymple Mountaing, which sit at the centre of
the park, while its western-most reaches boast
nearly 100 kilometres of pristine coastline,
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Located just 16 kilometres gouth of Yellowstone
in Wyoming, the rugged Grand Teton National
Park features stunning glacial lakes Aanking
the mountain range. and Hes within the world's
largest intact temperate ccosystem.  Grizzly
bears, wolves, bison and moose can be found
roaming the park by its three million annual
visitors
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ACADIA NATIONAL PARK
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The rockyshorelines and granite mountains
of Acadia Natlonal Park draw 2.8 million
vigitors cach year to northeastern Maine.
Cadillac Mountain, the highest point on
the east coast of the US at 465 metres, is a
miajar feature,
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Meoarty 30 glaciers [abowe] and
over 100 lakes are scatiened
sround Mafian's historic
Glacier Matianal Park
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Renowned for ite stunning glacier carved landscapes and sparkling
fiord-like lakes, Glacier Nationzl Park encompasses over 400,000
hectares in Montana. Going-to-the-Sun Road bisects the park
and provides acoess to this remote, wild land for over two million
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Erupting velcanoes and fowing lava may sound

fifloe something to avoid on wacation, but at Hawai'l
Volcanoes Mational Park guests vizit in droves 1o
rrarvel &t this incredibie natural phenamencn up
close. Along with the aforenentioned volcanoes, rare
and endangered plant and animal communities and
prehisinec sites are among the park's featunes.

While hellcopter tours offer travellers the perfec
vantage point ta spat lava faws, lucky hikers may
also get a glimpse of the fiery embers and constantly
changing landseape, Don't |t names like Earthquake
Trail and Devastation Trail deter you: Hawad'i Yolcamoes
HWatioral Park featunes over 240 kilometres of paths,
and hildng is ane of the best ways to sxplore the park,
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